Grammar Lesson

ERRE
— BB - BAE-BW /A

Talking about trust, boundaries, fake friendships, and real
connection in natural spoken Chinese.
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yidan... jiu... - once/as soon as... then...
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How it
works

—H means that once something
happens, the following result is very likely
to occur and is often difficult to change.

Stronger than #15R.

It feels more certain and more final than 158.

Structure: —E + situation/action, subject + i +
result
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Structure: —B + situation, #t + result

From trigger to consequence

TRIGGER RESULT
—BXREEE < Z AR XE R E M BT
yidan shiqu xinrén guanxi jiu hén nan huidao céonggqian

Once trust is lost, it is difficult for the relationship to go back to how it was.
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—EH e feeeeee | 6]

Use it for trust, effort, and boundaries

' —BRINAARRELON, BMASBHRERAT

Yidan faxian duifang bu shi zhénxin de, wo jiu bu hui zai jixu téura le.

Once | realise the other person isn’t genuine, | won’t keep investing.

P FEA—EABTRER, EHSHMEL T

Yduxié rén yidan bu zai xayao ni, jiu lian xiaoxi doéu ldnde hui le.

Once some people no longer need you, they can’t even be bothered to reply.

—BRABED, BERBUBHERSERT .

Yidan ni bu zai zhtdong, youxié yduqing kénéng jiu zhijié jieshu le.

Once you stop making the effort, some friendships may simply end.

—BHI—MRIEERNBER, MEFFEHE.

Yidan zhaodao yi ge zhénzheng déng ni de péngyou, jit yao hdohao zhénxi.

Once you find a friend who truly understands you, you should cherish it.

Spoken tip: —EB can also come after the subject > BEA—B -
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—B VS iR

Both can mean “if’, but the feeling is different

mE

It simply introduces a possibility.

MRMAEE, RBEEFSF,

Rugud ta bu hui wé, wo hui zai déngdéng.

If she doesn’t reply, I'll wait a little longer.
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—B

It suggests a more certain result
once the event happens.

—BiRERNEE, RoiRESHE
St o

Yidan ta shiqu wd de xinrén, wa jiu hén nan zai xiangxin ta.

Once she loses my trust, it will be hard for me to trust her again.
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chuféi... féouzé... - unless... otherwise...

How it works

BRIE introduces a necessary
condition.

If that condition is not met, the result
remains unchanged.

Structure: BR3E + condition, &M + result

In spoken Chinese, 75l can often become A~ 44,
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Structure: BRIE + condition, &M + result

Necessary condition

CONDITION OTHERWISE
BRIEN G EERRA BNXEBRERERERA
chuféi shuangfang dou yuanyi téuru fouzé zhé duan yduqing hén nan changjiti

Unless both people are willing to invest, the friendship is unlikely to last.
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Unless... otherwise...

' RAEGEDERE, SURFSHERRD.

Chuféi ta zhuadong jiéshi, féuzé wo bu hui zai lianxi ta.

Unless she explains herself first, | won’t contact her again.

) RIFBRENENSE, SURMNIABIREER,

Chuféi ta gaibian dui wo de taidu, fouzé women zhi néng shungqiziran.

Unless she changes her attitude toward me, we can only let it be.
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MRIERNTESE, SNBELENFASERDHAR,.

Chuféi zhénde xdyao bangzhu, fouzé ta juédui bu hui zhiidong zhdo ni.

Unless she genuinely needs help, she definitely won’t contact you first.

FRIERANIBEIRIRERE, SUXMREES—EFHE.

Chuféi wémen ba wenti shué qingchu, féuzé zhege wuhui hui yizhi cinzai.

Unless we talk the issue through, this misunderstanding will always exist.
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only if... then...

S S

Focus: what happens if the
condition is not met.

FRAEMARRE, BURASHERL,

Chuféi ta jiéshi, fouzé wé bu hui zai lianxi ta.

Unless she explains, | won’t contact her again.
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Focus: the result happens only
when the condition is met.

FRAEMRIEIER, BASE BRI,
Chuféi ta zhénchéng de xiang wé daogian, wé céi hui kdolii
yuanliang ta.

I'll only consider forgiving her if she sincerely apologises.
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In spoken Chinese: &M = K&

buran sounds more conversational

more formal /
written

RIEIBEE, SMNH—RASOREE,

Chuféi wé qingke, féuzé ta yiban ba hui yué wé chaqu.

spoken /
conversational

RIEKIBE, FRB—RASOREE,

Unless I'm paying, she usually won'’t ask me to go out.
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Useful chunks for this topic

KEEE

shiqu xinrén

EERRINE

zai beihou shué huaihua

HERREE

ba wenti shué gingchu
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S#AFX | Natural phrases

lose trust

talk badly behind someone’s
back

talk the problem through

BREFA

Jixa touru

REFL2ESRRE

jJidzhuang shénme déu méi fashéng

S S EA

haohao zhénxi

keep investing

pretend nothing happened

cherish it properly
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Practice 1 | Complete the sentences

Complete with —H or [&iE

. —BRABPR—EEFRAR,

. —BE—BRERBEERRAE—TAESA,

s BRAEMBERNEXEI, BN

. BRERGEHESFERD=H, BN

s BRAERIMNIBXEFHERE, AR




Practice 2 | Rewrite the sentences

Rewrite using today’s grammar

MRFAMP—EER, RAASHRERMMAR

_)_E o

REMENER, HABRTHEAR
- FR3E 0

MRFENABRBRNME, XEXEFRKA
- FR3E 0

MRIRARBEMERL, (RITATEREMABKRRT o

_)_E o
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